
Why “restore” the Channel Islands?
Why and how can we recover the natural diversity and abundance of life that the islands and
surrounding marine waters are capable of supporting? Islands tend to be rich in endemic species
and contain important habitat for species such as seabirds and pinnepeds that forage over
thousands of square miles of open ocean but rely upon the islands for breeding. The greatest
threats to islands are introduced species that disrupt the natural balance of life.

The National Park Service has removed non-native animals from the Channel Islands and
dramatically improved their ecological integrity, productivity, and health. Successful animal
removal include rabbits and cats from Santa Barbara Island, burros from San Miguel Island, feral
pigs and cattle from Santa Rosa Island, and feral sheep and horses from Santa Cruz Island.  All
of these islands were nearly stripped of vegetation due to non-native animals.  Natural recovery,
as depicted below in comparative aerial photos of San Miguel Island has been dramatic.
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